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HARRY PERCY BEDFORD                  HAVERHILL’S ‘DEL BOY’? 

 
The little boy in the picture of Sayers shop is Harry 
Percy Bedford. He was known as Percy. It is not 
known how old he was but doesn't look much 
more than about 10-12! He worked for Mr. Sayers 
who is standing in the doorway, probably doing 
deliveries and odd jobs.  
 
Harry Percy Bedford, was born on 12 December 
1899 in Haverhill. As a child, he lived at The Star 
Public House in Queen Street, so not far from J 
Sayers shop in Queen Street.  
 
He was the only child of Harry Bedford and his 
wife Elizabeth Frances. Harry was the publican 
who ran The Star, one of the local Christmas 
Brewery public houses. He is described as being a 
publican and Dealer in the 1911 census. Neither 
Harry nor his wife had links with Haverhill. Harry 
was born in 1861 in Radwinter, the son of Robert 
H Bedford and his wife Jane.  

 
Percy’s grandfather, Robert, was originally from Berkley 
Square, Middlesex but his grandmother, Jane, was more local 
coming from Castle Camps. In 1871 Robert was farming 60 
acres at Richmonds, Radwinter and employing three men, but 
by 1891 he was running the Lion Inn at Stambourne.  
 
In 1881 Harry aged 20 joined the 3rd Hussars. His regimental 
number was 1782. How long he served is unknown but by 1891 
and still unmarried, Harry was back living with his parents who 
were now running the Lion Inn at Stambourne and his 
occupation was recorded as Dealer (shop). 
 
Shortly after this he married Elizabeth Frances and they took 
over the running of The Star Inn. In the photo right Harry is 
seen standing in the doorway with his son Percy. 
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With the outbreak of war Percy joined the Royal Horse 

Artillery.  

 

When he left the Army he returned to Haverhill where in 

1927 he married Lottie Dare, daughter of the late Alfred 

Dare, another publican who had run The White Horse in 

the High Street!  

 

In June 1927 Percy gave away his future sister-in-law, 

Lottie’s youngest sister Irene Beatrice Dare when she 

married John Bridgeman in St Mary’s Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percy and Lottie had one daughter, Evelyn.   They lived at the White Horse public house until 

the mid 1930s, no doubt helping Lottie’s mother Charlotte to run it as she had taken over the 

pub when Alfred died in June 1917. 

  

Percy, Lottie and daughter Evelyn then moved to Lordscroft Lane, or the Pightle as most 

people remember it.  

 

Percy owned a piece of land which is now the site of the Bus Station. Here he had poultry, 

rabbits and a scrap business. A bit like Del Boy! He was a real wheeler dealer.  

 

Granddaughter, Joyce Stewart, always remembers him carrying a pocket full of notes to pay 

off his debts! In 1960 he sold the land to Haverhill Urban District Council for the grand sum of 

£3000!  

 

 After selling his land, Percy carried on his business from his home in Lordscroft Lane. Joyce 

remembers spending many happy hours with him, collecting poultry from farms in 
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surrounding villages and serving customers who came to collect their orders at the weekends 

and at Christmas.  

 

Harry Percy Bedford died at the age of 74 years after suffering from Parkinson's disease. 

 

Information and photos provided by Joyce Stewart, Percy’s granddaughter.  


